
Current Comment 
The Turn of the Tide 
ONE of the most importanL documenL'> of our 

Society year occupies its accustomed several 
columns in che present issue. ft is the Annual Report 
of the Counci I for the 12 months ended June 30, 
1955, and .it is accompanied by that equally impor­
tant document. the Audited Accounts. 

" How is the Society doing? " This, probably, will 
be the first question members ask themselves on 
reading these two documents. This year the answer 
is a heartening one. The tide appears to have turned. 
a nd there is a useful excess of income over expendi­
ture. This is not to say that the tide is flowing in 
healthily, for tl1is excess must be set against the 
deficits of previous years. The fact that an improve­
ment has been shown is surely the most practical 
vindication there could be of the wisdom of increas­
ing the su bscription rate. On various occasions the 
excellent value for money for the present subscrip­
tion level has been mentioned here, and it is to be 
hoped chat what li ttle intransigent opposition still 
exists to the increased subscription will die a natural 
death. 

The tide has turned. and the thing to do now is to 
ensure that it sha ll flow increasingly in members' 
favour. To cut out the fancy metaphors and to get 
down to blunt statement, lhe Society must get the 
money in. A great deal of unavoidable expenditure 
lies immediately ahead. For one thing, there must 
be adequate representation of the British Amateur 
Radio Movement in international counsels. Inevi­
tably a statement like this will evoke the occasional 
spiteful comment: .. More trips for the boys"; but 
the truth of the matter is that the R.S.G.B. is looked 
up to for leadership and example by a great many 
societies overseas. and it must be represented. What 
is more, its close liaison with the G.P.O. ensures that at 
future International Amateur Radio Union conferences 
the weight of British opinion can be exerted with 
powerful influence in maintaining tbe world-wide 
Amateur Radio movement as we know it at present. 
Those who imagine that tbis sor t of work can be 
done by the private, unorganized individual radio 
amateur are woefully uninformed or intentiona lly 
myopic. 

Another urgent task which will find favour with 
a ll members is thal of improving the Buu.ETJN. 
Already this magazine is acknowledged to be the 
best of its kind in Europe. but it could be made even 
better if more pages were ad ded to accommodate 
those technical articles for which its readers clamour. 
As the Society's Official Organ it has an important 
duty to publish essential items of topical news which, 
while it maintains its present average size, must be 
at the expense of general articles. Without doubt, 
all members would like to see the Buu..ET1N made 
bigger. but more pages mean more pounds. 
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A year or so ago a suggestion was made here that 
every member should endeavour every twelvemonth 
to enroll at least one further member into tbe Society. 
This should still be the target for future years. 
Although. as the Annual Report ctiscloses, something 
like five out of every eight transmitting amateurs 
are members, there are nearly three thousand who 
do not belong. Some hundreds of these will be 
inactive for one reason or another, but there are 
hundreds more who are sufficiently reasonably 
minded to agree that there are decided advantages in 
membership if those advantages are set out before 
them by fellow amateurs who a re members. It can­
not be denied that there is a corpus or rump of ractio 
amateurs in this country who like lo lhink they are 
·' anti-R.S.G.B.", or subscribe to the conspiracy of 
silence that pretends there is no R .S.G.B. at a l.I ! 
These perhaps might well remain outside; but the 
other hundreds ought to come in. Botb they and the 
Society will benefit. There is an old trade union 
argument which goes: "You should belong. Look 
al the advantages we are getting for you ! It is not 
fair that those who do not belong should have 
them !" It is not an argument that has ever been 
used here, if only because it denies a man's freedom 
1101 to belong if he believes otherwise. Nevertheless, 
in a hobby organization such as ours, the non-mem­
ber should be asking himself: .. Can I afford not to 
belong?"-J. H . 

Probationary Period-Morse Restrictions Lifced 
J UST before this issue went to press on November 

11. J 955. the G.P.0. advised the Society that the 
P.M.G. had decided that he will no longer require 
newly licensed amateurs to confine their activities to 
Morse working during the first year they bold a 
licence. This arrangement becomes effective imme­
diately and letters will be sent in due course to the 
amateurs concerned amending their licences. It will 
no longer be necessary for amateurs to submit log­
books to the G.P.O. for inspection. 

The G.P.0. emphasise that there can be no relaxa­
tion of the Morse qualifications required before an 
amateur licence is granted and that applicants for 
such licences must continue to satisfy the P.M.G. 
that they can send and receive signals in the Morse 
code at the rate of ! 2 w.p.m. 

The P.M.G. regards this concession in the nature 
of an experiment and reserves the right to reimpose 
restrictions on the use of telephony by newly licensed 
amateurs if. in his view, such a course is necessary or 
desirable. 

Members may Jike to know that this very impor­
tant concession bas been brought about as a direct 
result of discussions between representatives of the 
Post Office and the Society.-J. C. 
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